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The stories that tell our regional histories.

Japanese regional histories, traditions and customs,

have been passed down for generations through story-telling.

These stories have been designated as “Japan Heritage” by the Agency of Cultural Affairs.

+Times are approximate.

—

p =S In April 2017 a story in Takayama was also designated. \1
\ Many temples, shrines and remains in the Kofuku Basin tell the history oL
[ 7 2 E The tradition has
Welcome of Hida Master Woodworkers. Woodworkers of the Hida region Ry Pl
| to Kokufu! have been highly recognized o ot
for their skills since ancient times. (s, 16

The exceptional skill and
heart of a Hida artisan can
be seen in the festival floats
in the spring and autumn
Takayama festivals, the old private

houses, temples and shrines.

Their influence is felt in the locally made furniture,
Hida Shunkei lacquerware, Ichil Ittobori

wood carving and more.

Roughly 100 Woodworkers per year from Hida region

travelled to the ancient capital to construct palaces, temples L
and shrines. The capital was relocated about 20 times @ (Z"

Long ago a law existed
that provided some tax relief +
under a special condition; \‘
10 woodworkers
per village would be
required to travel
% tothecapital for
), one year of duty.
creating a straight line on wood using Indian ink and thread.
Ancient people must haye been impressed
at the sight of the Hida wondworker
devoting himselfto 0 this work.

Hida Master Woodworkers ‘
Seen in the poems in the 7th-8th century. 1
Ancient people composed Japanese poems describing
The Whispers ol the Ancient Master the Hida woodworkers. _
Woodworke rs are Callin 9 You! They are seen in “Manyoshu” the oldest collection of poems.
= One poem tells how a Hida woodworker put his heart into
¢ v 42
\ {iE

ToOsaka =

@Train (JR Takayama Line)

Ragoyaiers prsyBtiyans -Kokufu over 500 years. They worked more than 330 days a year. T"f W°°dd;”°’;!§’? ‘;’hz i
LcalTali 2 s And their food was provided by their home villages. T 0 e niractios
Toyama «++ssseees Hida-Furukawa + + Hida-Kokufu

the latest styles and trends
[ ko ETr/z- 1ok from the capital. &
\ ; 15 They contributed their labor

\ir L3 to construction throughout
Japan had built a reputation

for themselves.

Thour 15min. Local Train 5 min.

@Express Bus #Plesse use i Line,route s, ancltaxifrom Takayama o Kokifu.

Nagoya ++++++ Takayama Matsumoto +++-+ Tal % T s &
2hours40min. 2hours20min. e name "hida-no-takumi

Shinjuku Takayama Kanazawa ++++ Shirakawa-go +++ Takayama 8 became a word for these master
5hours 30 min. 2hours 15 min. Woodworkers.

Osaka/Kyoto «+++ Takayama Toyama +++- Shirakawa-go ++++ Takayama
Shours 10min. 2hours 25 min.

@Route Bus Takayama -+

-+ Hida-Kokufu 20 min.

®Car Although the conditions were severe,
it was an opportunity for them to display
- their talents to the fullest.
They also benefitted from being in
the capital, with exposure to the latest
knowlege introduced to the country,
Many splendid buildings were
constructed in the capitals.
Some remain today as the result
of their exceptional work.
Documents have been discovered
that reveal 40000-50000 Woodworkers
from Hida were engaged in this
work for about 500 years.

Hida Kokufu-Town of Japan Heritage N Al % Y rn s 1 3 £ ik "

Ichinomiya Junction - Hida-Kokufu

“Tokai-Hokuriku Expressway

From Toyama ++ege Hida-Kokufu
e Matsumoto «+s-+ Takayama ++3-+ Hida-Kokufu
Hiitumota

iU
Kokufu Region Office of Takayama City Hall

880-1 Hirose, Kokufu town, Takayama Ciy, Giu Pref. Post cord 509-4182
Tel.+81-677-72.3111 Fax.72-3851 E-mail kokulu.chikishinkou@cily takayama g Jp
Takayama City Hida Takumi Japan Heritage Promotion Council

2-18 Hanaoka town, Takayama City, Gifu Prel. Post cord 506-0009
Tel.+81-577-32-3333 Fax.35-3172

skilled Woodworkers
who remained in the
capital as they became
more popular,

while others

took the risk of escaping
from the hard labor.

There were _.ng 4
many highly
- At

201903



© Seiho-ji Temple -Enku Buddha g g . - | InHida-Kokufu you will experience pristine nature,

e s ‘r. 9 < rice fields and magnificent gardens rich in produce, - .
E:j;‘g,z‘ﬁ,ﬂfg;é menk ; %, o and displaying the peaceful life of the countryside. = R N - bimkw o '}uM
the 17th century, created u You will alsojwitness,shrines and temples dating back tothe [mﬂﬂb phora Sankyu no takiisa

Lanterns shaped waterfall withadrop &
w;&jﬂe;%ﬂug d'hgglggﬁ which|havelbeen|well{cared for.by,thelocals3 JB. Mt Fujiare itin some areas ¥ 3 of 36m. This waterfall, &

to welcome our ancestors'
i The' desianated n \ ina remote part
lifetime. His Buddhas are mmm’ll )’l g [as] P spi s they et to 4

carved in a rough and ir home during . Miyajivillage, i

simple style, but attract o , the summer Bon period. pleasant spot visit for

geople duz tothei natual namie  phtojtelljus thefstory/of&HidalnojTakumi! : et g (:‘m‘ ar
eauty and gentle smiles. ) N ” ) » ¥ especally in s er.

Three of his sacred a_' (HidalMaterWoodworkers). “ 5 B Goshorai

Buddhas are located at ‘ & . o

Seiho-ji Temple. They are 3 . To Hida i - g . X

said to be his best works, ! ~ s . .,

made in the final years of = et Ty O s

his life. The "Buddha with  Jie : % . :

1000 arms” is one of only
three of its kind in Japan.

Ankoku-ji Temple was

. p established by the feudal 4
Address: 1302-2 Tsurusu, Kokufu town, Takayama city ) o Sell?o J&'(lj‘emple government in 1347 to pray for
TEL:0577-72-3582 (Mr. Fi s = . % o e 4 Thi 2
Reservation s relqMJnresr\Ejn()rance Fee 300 Yen v X 3 - . ; g o ane Boddhas peace after a long period of war. This is one of 45 Zen

Buddhist temples named Ankokuji that remain today in
Japan. Many of the buildings at this location burnt down in
the war of 1564. The three statues of Buddha and the Kyozo
store-house were protected by the monks and survived.
©OKyozo (National Treasure)

AKyozo is a Japanese store house of Buddhism scriptures. This
Kyozo, built in 1408, is the oldest in all of Japan. Inside the
Kyozo there are 2,208 Buddhist scriptures stored in a unique
rotating 8 sided bookshelf, It is believed that if you hold the
bar of the bookshelf and rotate it while praying, it is as if you
have read all the scriptures kept here.

reston the top of the hill
Several massive stones were
brought up the mountain by
sled pulled by several
huncred| Iotals over 100

@Kisogaito Great Buddha
(Prefectural important cultural property)

The largest seated

wooden Buddha in the

Hida region was made

around the year 1000.

The Great Buddha's face,

chest and belly are

completely original, while

lower body was

reconstructed in the

middle of the 19 century.

The Great Buddha was

once saved from war by

the village, and continues

to be protected by the

local people today.

" Summerfestival g R NG W Freficsppeainbis a \ 3 s & % 4

with fireworks is 3 ¢ Jinetoesty iy & i - = N Address: 474 Nisi-monzen, Kokufu town, Takayama city
| held every year . 5 2 . > 3 A $ =] i 4 r b 5 TEL:0577-722173  Reservation is required

. in August. % " . v L 2hs ™ ! Entrance Fee:500 Yen Parking is available

is0gaito
nmunity center.

®senshin no Morl ‘Walking Course

Senshin no mori is a

48 alking course in the
forest behind Ankoku-ji
Temple. You can go up
the mountainside for a
remarkable panorama of
the peaceful countryside
and surrounding

L mountains. The path

§ stretches 4.1 kmincluding
the 1000 stone stairs,
taking about 2 hours to
complete,

Address: Nisi-monzen, Kokufu town, Takayama ity
TEL:0577-72-3111(Kokufu Region Office)
Parking is available at Ankoku-ji Temple:

" Hardware store, |

Address:588-1 Kisogaito, Kokufu town, Takayama city % < \ Bookstoreetc. (-

TEL:0577-72-3111(Kokufu Region Office)

“#Reservation is required. Parking is available in front of
building Kisogaito community center

OAtayuta -jinja Shrine (Main hallis

National important cultual property)

(@ Kumano-jinja Shrine (Main hallis
National important cultural property)

The main building was constructed in the middle of the 16th
century using extremely high-quality cypress wood, and the
skills and the skills and methods of master carpenters.

ufu
Countryside with
delicious produce
and peaceful
locations.

*kMain ha|| is inside the covered building and cannot be
usually seen from the outside.
Address: 1023 Kisogaito, Kokufu town, Takayama city
TEL:0577-72-3111(Kokufu Region Office) Parking is available 7
The shrine is located near Ankoku-ji Temple. It was built
around the time that the temple was established. That is
because shrines and temples often existed near each other as
they were thought to protect each other from harm.

@Central Base Stone of a Pagoda of the

Ishibashi-haiji Temple Ruin

(Base stone and excavated roof tiles are tangible

cultural property designated by Takayama city)
This base stone
belonged to the §
Ishibashi-haiji §
Temple constructed
in the 8th century.
The hole in the
middle of the stone
is where the central
pillar stood. The size §
of the base stone
indicates that the §
pagoda stood three
stories tall. Roof tiles ™ Y
were also found at this ruin that contain ancient drawings of

Main hall is inside the covered building and cannot be
usually seen from the outside.

Address Nisi-monzen, Kokufu town, Takayama city

TEL:0577-72-3111(Kokufu Region Office)

Parking is available at Ankoku-ji Temple:

JAPAN

i ®Araki-jinja Shrine (Main hallis

National important cultural property)

Delicious peaches
insummer!

Pretty blos
Japan Heritage retty blossoms.

o inspring!
the people identical to those found in the capital, ++O¢+ Walking Course 3 You can get an information
Distance and Walking time between 'O’ abouita feritage by scanning
Address:329-10 Hirose, Kokufu town, Takayamacity Rice Field o
TEL:0577-72-3111(Kokufu Region Office)  Parking is available Vegetable Garden the s|gnboard there.
Freshly harvested o
© Kotogeguchi Kofun fruits, processed fggg. Cherry Tree ? Bus Stopleumbernext ha marksTime
(Ancient Burial Mound) e Ly ot ocd, i |

‘ ‘Do not’ speak Ioudly or,make no y 4
Gl @ Public Toilet 3 2.D0,not enter, areas surrounded by fence or opels The shrine was ccnstruc(ed in 1390. Its curved roof is

s At'some Specla| locations; i constructed of excellent fine-grained woods. It tells the story
" Wreservations m“Japanes are e ulr d. B of an incredibly rich forest, and the trained eye of a master
carpenter, This simple and yet elegant medieval structure can
be seen from the outside of the fence at any time.

(Historic site designated by Gifu prefecture)

GKOJu—an Relics
(Excavated roof tiles.
are Prefectural tangible
cultural property)

These roof tiles were

discovered at an ancient

temple built in the
beginning of the 8th
century. They depict

i e e | people in the ancient style

This s the final resting place of a powerful ruler, whichwas ~ of the capital. The

built in the latter half of the 6th century. This 72m long ~ drawings engraved on

(@ Sakurano Park
A scenic park on the
banks of the Miyagawa
river with 300 cherry
trees. It is said that they
were brought here from
Yoshinoyama Mountain
in Nara, an area famous This small temple is the =
for blossoms. In the late B3 v » o R & home of Kanzeon ™
16th century the Samuai A Both sides of the road turn pink in Kami-hirose ~ Bosatsu, the Buddhist
lord of Hirose Castle during early-mid May as the peach blossoms ~ Goddess of mercy. It is

Address: 1405-1 Miyaji, Kokufu town, Takayama city
TEL:0577-72-3111(Kokufu Region Office) Parking is available
*0nly outside of the building can be seen.

Astunning natural park with
13 primary waterfalls varying (@
in size with the tallest one
measuring 18.8m tall,
surrounded by forest that
changes continually over the
four seasons. Enjoy a walk
along a winding stream with
beautiful natural scenery. It
takes about one hour to

A flower garden
which is a part of
Utsue-Shiju-hattaki
Waterfall Parkwith
Japanese primrose

A relaxing hot spring
facility with a variety
of baths to soothe the g
mind, body and soul.

O Koyasu
Kan-non

Facilities include &

outdoor stone and

wood baths, sauna

and more. The

Restaurant Taki offers

exceptional dishes prepared using fresh, local ingredients.

(late May ~ mid-June),
Japanese Lilies
(mid-June ~ late June)
and Hydrangea
(mid-July ~ early 52

keyhole-shaped ancient burial mound is the largest inthe these tiles reveal a strong reach the peak. August). T e e e c[r]ea!;:i a beautiffu\ mc#ﬂainﬂdle o%ofgi‘s love of viewing  bloom. This peaceful county road in the said that sr;g \fs the
Hida region. It contains the largest stone burial chamberinall  connection between the e . - " v the blossoms from his castle. The bloom createsa  mountain village produces delicious Hida ~ protector of infants,
i ess:3235-86 Utsue, Kokufu town, Takayama city Address:3232-1 Utsue, Kokufu town, Takayama city. TEL:0577-72-5526 breathtaki id-late April, e d fo - el
of Gifu prefecture. Hida region and the capital. TEL10577-72-3948 (Information Office) TEL:0577.93-3948 (Information Office) Open(Apr - Oct) 10:002130 (Nov. - Mar) 10002100 reathtaking view in mid-late April. Siﬁchee;(?;g:'sweex and flavorful by the area’s :rn‘g ;Zr;g;otv’;‘agis:: X 2
*The Stone chamber inside the i ly closed lics are not usually open to the public. TEL:0577-72-5526 for winter time (Dec. Ist - Mar. 31st) 77-72-5526 for winter time (Dec. Ist-Mar. 31st) Closed:Thursday Address:510-1 Hirose, Kokufu town, Takayama city - This temple is popular among those expecting children,
to the public Address Hlvose, Kokufu town, Takayama city *Walking course is not available in winter time due to pen:9:00-16:00 in The flowering season (The next day if Thursday is a national holiday) TEL:0577-72-3111(Kokufu Region Office) Address:Kami-hirose, Kokufu town, Takayama city
Address:323 Hirose, Kokufu town, Takayama city :0577-72-3111(Kokufu Region Office) snow cover  Parking is available Closed:Dec.- Mar. Parking is available Entrance Fee:Adult 600 Yen,/Child 400 Yen The flowering season : Mid-late April TEL:0577-72-3111(Kokufu Region Office) Address:793-1 Miyaji, Kokufu town, Takayama cit

city
TEL:0577-72-3111(Kokufu Region Office) ~ Parking is available: Pavkmg is ava!lable Cooperative fee: Adult 200 Yen,/Child 100 Yen Entrance Fee:Adult 300 Yen,/Child 100 Yen Parking is available Parking is available The flowering season : Early - mid May TEL:0577-72-3111(Kokufu Region Office)  Parking is available



