Miyoshi Ukai Begins

A cool breeze sweeps across the
river on a summer night, creating an
elegant scene shaped by more than

History of Cormorant Fishing in Mi&lq 480 yearstof iy -

O Origin

During the Sengoku period (15th-16th centuries), defeated warriors
of the Amago clan began fishing with cormorants, using one or two
cormorants to catch sweetfish in a practice known as kachiu, or
“walking cormorant fishing.”

© Edo Period (1603-1868)

Under the guidance of Asano Nagaharu, the first lord of Miyoshi,
the techniques of cormorant fishing were refined, establishing the
Miyoshi Ukai tradition.

© Meiji Period (1868-1912)

Miyoshi Ukai received an award at the first Fisheries Exposition.

Taisho Period (1912-1926)

The practice reached the height of its popularity with the rise of
summer sightseeing cruises for overnight guests.

Present Day
Since April 2015, Miyoshi Ukai has been designated as a Hiroshima
Prefectural Intangible Folk Cultural Property.

It is held annually from June to September on the Basen River.

Cormorant Fishing Srl:es

11 Locations in Japan

Hitachi City,
Ibaraki Prefecture
/ -y :
This is Japan’s only site where
wild cormorants are captured.
The birds caught here are
supplied to cormorant fishing
sites throughout the country.

Gifu, Gifu Prefecture
(Nagara River)

Nagara River Ukai

Miyoshi, Hiroshima Prefecture
(Basen River)

Miyoshi Ukai

The cormorant fishing boats
and the sightseeing boats
move side by side along

the Basen River,

creating Miyoshi’s

iconic parallel

style ukai.

Uji, Kyoto Prefecture (Uji River)
Uji River Ukai

Seki, Gifu Prefecture
(Nagara River)

Oze Ukai

Fuefuki, Yamanashi Prefecture
(Fuefuki River)

Isawa Ukai

Kintai Bridge Ukai Inuyama, Aichi Prefecture
(Kiso River)

lwakuni, Yamaguchi Prefecture
(Nishiki River)
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Kiso River Ukai

Kyoto, Kyoto Prefecture
(Oi River)

Arashiyama Ukai

Asakura, Fukuoka Prefecture
(Chikugo River)

Chikugo River
Ukai

Ozu, Ehime Prefecture
(Hiji River)

Hita, Oita Prefecture
(Mikuma River)

Mikuma River Ukai
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June 1st - September 10th
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Miyoshi DMO: Miyoshi Tourism Promotion Organization
Office: 1-2-23 Tokaichi Minami, Miyoshi, Hiroshima
Phone: +81 824-63-9268 (Thursday-Tuesday 9:00-5:00)

Email: ukai@miyoshi-dmo.jp

Reserve Here >

https://www.klook.com/en-US/activity/
155712-the-cormorant-fishing-miyoshi-ukai-viewing-ticket-in-hiroshima/




Cormorant Fishermen

Carrying the tradition of Miyoshi Ukai
into the present day, cormorant
fishermen (usho) devote years to training.

Eboshi

A crown-shaped cotton headpiece.
Traditionally, it protected the cormorant
fisherman from sparks from the bonfire
used to illuminate the river.

They live closely with the birds to build
trust while mastering the river and the
techniques of cormorant fishing.

Sao

Black Clothing

Cormorant fishermen
wear black so as
not to startle the birds.

A long pole primarily used when
moving upstream or guiding the
boat through narrow or

difficult areas.

Koshimino

Made of straw, this
skirt protects the
fisherman from splashing
water, cold, and insects.

/ The helmsman (kajiko)
operates the boat,
working in harmony with
both the river and the
cormorant fisherman to
ensure a successful night |
of fishing..

Hakekago

The basket where the fish
caught by the cormorants
are dropped into.

Cormorant
Basket

Used to carry the birds One cormorant fisherman controls
from the cormorant huts to up to eight birds at a time, each
the boat. individually tethered to the end of
The basket is divided so a rope. The reins measure

they will not quarrel; approximately 6.75 meters

up to two birds can be (22 feet)—the longest used

placed in each section,for a anywhere in Japan—allowing the
total of four per basket. birds to search across a wide area.

Tanawa (cormorant Reins)

Other River Tools
Kai Akatori

An oar used by the helmsman A spade shaped bucket used
while fishing or when to bail out water that has
navigating deeper sections of accumulated in the boat.

the river.

There are four species of cormorants found in Japan:

Japanese cormorants, great cormorants, pelagic cormorants, and red-faced
cormorants. In Miyoshi Ukai, you can see Japanese cormorants and
great cormorants.

Life in the Cormorant Huts

The enclosure where the birds are kept is called a cormorant hut. Inside are
watering areas and perches. Cormorants are housed in compatible pairs,
regardless of gender. A bonded pair is called a katarai.

Characteristics of the Cormorant's Body

A cormorant’s upper beak curves sharply, helping
it grasp fish. They have an inner eyelid, called the
nictitating membrane, which protects the eyes

from wind and debris.

Juvenile Cormorants

Body length: approx. 50 cm
Weight: approx. 3.2 kg
Wingspan: approx. 80 cm

Juveniles have brown plumage,

with white feathers from the neck to
the belly. As they mature, their feathers
gradually turn a glossy greenish black.

Ukai takes place at night, when many fish rest in the shadows

of the river stones. Startled by the sound of the boat—created by striking
its side with a pole—and illuminated by LED lights, the fish attempt to flee.
The cormorants catch them as they move.

On the fishing boat, the cormorant fisherman stands while the vessel is
guided by a helmsman. The fisherman must remain constantly alert,
watching the birds’ movements, handling the reins, drawing them back,

and having them regurgitate their catch. This work requires both
refined technique and physical strength. The helmsman therefore
plays an essential role, understanding the river’s conditions

and working in perfect coordination with the fisherman.

Each bird wears a tether called a tasuki, which is a device
unique to Miyoshi’s tradition that prevents captured fish /(
from passing into the stomach.

Cormorants swallow fish headfirst and will seize
almost any fish. However, the principal target is ayu, or
sweetfish, a species that feeds on moss growing on
river stones and is also known as the “fragrant fish.”

Ayu caught by a cormorant bear marks from the bird’s beak.
They die.immediately,.reducing the stress on the fish and increasing the flavor.




