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Taming the rampaging tiger with a flute and drums
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Giant samurai and “naked’, figures atop floats
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Please note that some festivals may be canceled or postponed.

Some festivals may be canceled or postponed as a result of the novel coronavirus (COVID-19). Please be sure to check with sources

such as the websites of local municipalities or hosting organizations for details beforehand. Please also follow the instructions issued
by the government and concerned organizations for events that are still held.
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Japanese festivals are enjoyable because they are something
you can experience yourself.

Their beauty, skills, sounds, and spirit are sure to give you
excitement that you have never felt before.

These festivals have been passed down since ancient times
all across the country, so let's go out and see them!
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Sanyare-odori in Kusatsu

Tora Odori (Tiger Dance)
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The Hikiyama Parades of Tsuchizaki Shinmeisha Festival

2 20235/201)*5/21 B 5

*ﬁl_.l,l-%/Fukuoka Prefecture
U @5 A <5 bbb b Lh 25 &u

VAU - @[ {F -

Fujihachimangu Kawawatarijinkosai

3 2023 6/1 % ~6/5@7H) 2023 7/20 k) *7/27 )
*ﬁ =] E/Niigata Prefecture %*E,L%/Shimane Prefecture
BB kT o €A Fu BA EOD

E*Ej{n'b’% .................... P4

Shirone Giant Kite Battle

%ﬁ(mﬁ.g) ................... P5

SAGIMAI(The Heron Dance)
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Watch an ancient court procession and take a trip
back in time.
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Kamo-sai (Aoi-matsuri) Festival
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Huge samurai figure floats make their way through
the port town.
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Mikuni Festival
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A colorful depiction of rice-planting from days long past
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Mibu no Hana Taue
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60 horses decorated with ringing bells march along.
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Neputa floats light up the night at a World Heritage Site.
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Shiretoko Shari Neputa
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One of Japan’s Three Great Festivals
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Tenjin Matsuri
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The dancers are accompanied by spirited calls of “sanyare”!

—The Furyu Odori ritual folk dance of the southeast Lake Biwa area—

This folk performance art, which has survived in seven parts of Kusatsu City,
comprises an important component of the Japan Heritage “Lake Biwa and its
Surrounding Waters: the Water Heritage of Prayers and Lifestyle.” People with
fans and musical instruments surround dancers in colorful costumes and happi
coats, cheering them out as they dance. In all of the areas where the dance is
performed, the dancers also call out “sanyare,” a word said to have derived from
the Japanese word for “happiness.” The dance involves prayer for a bountiful
harvest and warding off illness.

~ZIHREZAH~

;( ©4Y ﬁt%/$ g;ggéﬁg.ﬁ;k@ﬁ L %;Egﬁgg - kﬁﬂ%l:*bbjﬁé?ﬁﬁﬁ%\%ﬁ
ERZ =1 = - N N Np
B eSS (s L) ¢ B A L SR SO

B TELRE MBIEICRRER
ELRONELDET

The dances and costumes differ by
area, such as the dynamic drums of
Shima and the bright-colored hats
worn by children of the Yagura and
Shimogasa districts.
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Main site /Yagura/Wakamiyahachimangu & Tachiki Shrine : Shina/Shina Shrine
Shimogasa/Oisugi Shrine : Yoshida/Sandai Shrine
Kataoka/Ikishiro Shrine : Shina-naka/Sosha Shrine
Nagatsuka/Kasuga Shrine & Iishiro Shrine

Contact / Historical and Cultural Department, Kusatsu City
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Giant floats and streamers stretch over the river at the Yamakasa festival
—One of the Five Great Festivals of Fukuoka Prefecture—

This traditional festival, which has been perpetuated since the 16th century, is
included amongst the Five Great Festivals of Fukuoka Prefecture. Two gorgeously
embellished portable shrines from Fujihachinagu and Shiratori Shrine, and ten
Nobori Yamakasa decorated in five colors, wind their way through the town
accompanied by spirited calls. Perhaps the most spectacular part of this festival is
— = S the crossing of the river of the large portable shrines and Nobori Yamakasa floats
~c..&..fPEt 95"’ featuring colorful streamers; it is truly a sight to see as they boldly wind their way

through the rapids in a heated competition. Meanwhile, the festival music

EERILAR X I EE->TE reverberates through the town, featuring a flute played atop the Nobori Yamakasa.
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Portable shines and Nobori Yamakasa BELEDE &L/ \IEE (0947-42-1135)

floats are kept overnight at special ) ) o

spots on the right bank of the Main site / Hikosangawa River area/Fujihachimangu

Access / Train: A 5-minute walk from JR Tagawaita Station

Hikosangawa River. At night, the area Contact / Fujinachimangu

is lit up by paper lanterns, creating a
mysterious, magical effect. g/ \IB=HR—L~X—Y / https://fuuji.net/jinkosai/
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*Dates, hours, and locations are subject to change. Please check the latest information beforehand. *The awards listed are the ones granted as of 1993, when the Local Traditional Performing Arts Awards were established.
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These huge kites are as big as 24 tatami
mats. They are crafted with the
technologies of our ancestors, made
better with more modern techniques,
including the fact that they are designed
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Participants fly their huge kites on both banks of the river
—A competition of huge kites, flown until the ropes break—

In this kite competition, participants fly their kites from both banks of the
Nakanokuchigawa River, crashing into each other in mid-air and bringing each other
down until the rope of one of the kites breaks. Watching the many participants, lined
up all the way to the embankment, dynamically pulling the ropes of these giant kites in
the sky is truly an amazing sight to see. Approximately 300 years ago, people on the
Shirone side flew kites to commemorate the completion of the Nakanokuchigawa River
embankment. One of the kites sparked trouble when it fell into the Nishishirone area,
on the opposite bank of the river. Angry residents then retaliated by bringing their own
kites to the Shirone side. This incident is believed to be the origin of this event.
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BELEDE FRTREXKARERIREER (025-372-6505)

Main site / Nakanokuchigawa Embankment Kite Competition Site

Access / By car: About 15 minutes by car from the Hokuriku Expressway
Makikata Higashi I.C.

Contact / Industrial Promotion Dept., Minami Ward, Niigata City

to fly in the direction of one’s adversaries.

FRMEREHERR— AR~ / https://www.shironekankou. jp/kite_battle/fun/#watch
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Taming the rampaging tiger with a flute and drums

—A local tradition brought to Uraga roughly 300 years ago—

This folk performance art is said to have been brought to the area in 1720,
when the local magistrate’s office was relocated from Izu Shimoda to Uraga. A
story based on the play known as “The Battles of Coxinga,” by Chikamatsu
Monzaemon, is performed on a special stage at Tametomo Shrine in
Nishi-uraga, Yokosuka City. The main character Watonai appears, followed by
Karako Odori dance, and finally two tigers, parent and cub. The parent is played
by two adults, while two children play the young tiger. Accompanied by a flute
and drums, various kinds of free dance performances play out on the stage. The
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story ends with Watonai subduing the tiger.
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BELEDLE MTERETHEREREEF TR (046-822-8484)

Main site / Tametomo Shrine

Access / By train: A 22-minute walk from Uraga Station on the Keikyu
Main Line

Contact / Board of Education Lifelong Learning Dept., Yokosuka City

BEBTHR—LN—Y / https://www.city.yokosuka.kanagawa.jp/0832/movie_channel/rekisi/12.html
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A folk performing art that also
incorporates elements of Kabuki and
Karako Odori dance, consisting of
scenes of a Karako Odori dance led by
Otojin, the appearance of a tiger, and
the extermination of a rampaging tiger.
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*Dates, hours, and locations are subject to change. Please check the latest information beforehand. *The awards listed are the ones granted as of 1993, when the Local Traditional Performing Arts Awards were established.
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Giant samurai and “naked” figures atop giant floats
—Magnificent floats and portable shrines wind through the port city—

This annual festival is held at Tsuchizaki Shinmeisha, which houses the guardian
of Tsuchizaki, port area of Akita City. Large samurai and “naked” figures sit atop
giant floats. Each float holds 2 or 3 figures in displays of battles and other
historical events. Visitors will be charmed by these figures, made by a doll shop
established some 140 years ago. On the back of the floats are situated panels,
called “mikaeshi,” showing social scenes, as well as backward-facing satirical
figures. Tsuchizaki Shinmeisha holds annual festivals as well as special ritual
festivals to return the deity to its main shrine, while the Otabisho Festival is also
held in the Kokubocho and Sozenmachi areas.
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BEWVWEDE /TIF#BE (018-845-1441)

Main site / Tsuchizaki Shinmeisha, various locations around Tsuchizaki port

Access / By car: A 3-minute walk from Tsuchizaki Station (Tsuchizaki
Shinmeisha)

Contact / Tsuchizaki Shinemisha Shrine
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The floats are launched for the return
trip at around 8 pm on July 21st. As the
folk song “Aiyabushi” is performed, the
litting paper lanterns, more of which are
placed during the day, create a poignhant
atmosphere.

BHKR—L~R—Y' / https://tutizaki-hikiyama.com/
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The performers do an elegant dance wearing costumes of a white

heron head and wings
—A traditional Shinto performance art maintained for the past 400 years—

The white heron dance is a traditional Shinto dance dating back some 400
years in Tsuwano-cho. This is the only heron dance originating in Kyoto to
survive until the present day. It is part of the Japanese Heritage “Bygone Days
of Tsuwano: 100 Landscapes.” During the Gion Festival, the dance is
— = S S— showcased in 11 places in the town on July 20th (9 places on July 27th). The
~L..g.i))ﬁa L.é"' dancers dress in a heron head and wings for this elegant dance. Don’t miss

the baby heron dance, an adorable performance by children on the same
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The heron dance is performed wearing a BHEAVLWEDE EHBFHE RS (0856-72-1771)
white heron head measuring approximately
85 cm and weighing 3 kg, and wings made Main site / Various locations around Tsuwanocho

Access / By train: A ten-minute walk from JR Tsuwano Station

GBI (B2 TSI O e CHen (el e, Contact / Tsuwanocho Tourism Association

and large), each consisting 39 pieces and
weighing approximately 12 kg. BHSNFHARR— LR~ / https://tsuwano-kanko.net/sightseeing /({75 /Mg HE/
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*Dates, hours, and locations are subject to change. Please check the latest information beforehand. *The awards listed are the ones granted as of 1993, when the Local Traditional Performing Arts Awards were established.
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The Center FerPromotion Of Folk-Performing Arts ’
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