










When Tosho-gu Shrine was rebuilt in the Edo period, the sculptors who had come 

from far and wide began to settle in the area. Their skills can still be witnessed in the 

wooden geta sandals and Nikkobori carvings of today. These craftsmen seemed to 

have had an interest in food as well. They brought a rich food culture of sake, soba, 

and yuba (bean curd skin) with them from their corners of Japan and those authentic 

flavors have been passed down unchanged through the generations. The years have 

been linked together by nature, refining the culture of Nikko along the way.

Refined 
over generations.

MITSUYAMAYOUKANCulture



When Japan began modernizing 100 years ago, diplomats who came to Japan spent 

the summers in the Lake Chuzenji area. Though Nikko is part of the Kanto region, its 

high altitude gives it the coolness of the Tohoku region or Hokkaido. Nikko is as well 

known today among people as it was among those who stayed on the shores of the 

lake back then, and the reasons are probably the same; the majestic natural environ-

ment and its proximity to Tokyo (though the visitors from the past would probably envy 

the convenience of a 2-hour trip from Asakusa on Tobu Railway).

A variety of time continuums exist in Nikko. The 20,000 years since volcanic eruptions 

created the lakes and waterfalls, the 1200 years since the discovery of its hot springs, 

the 400 years since a temple was dedicated to Tokugawa Ieyasu, the 100 years since 

travellers began visiting the area, and now. When you visit Nikko, which Nikko will you 

discover? However, time does not stand still. Nikko is changing. In 2020, The Ritz-Carl-

ton Nikko will appear on the shores of Lake Chuzenji. You can find both the old and the 

new at ever-changing Nikko whenever you visit.

The Nikko of old is 
waiting for you today.

Real Nikko
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