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HIDA TAKAYAMA official website
www.hida.jp/

Takayama City Tourism Division
HIDA-TAKAYAMA Tourism & Convention Bureau

Tokyo
4 hoursTrain

5 hours 45 minutesBus

Osaka
4 hoursTrain

5 hours 40 minutesBus

Nagoya
2 hours 20 minutesTrain

2 hours 45 minutesBus

Kanazawa
2 hours 15 minutesBus

Matsumoto
2 hours 20 minutesBus

Tateyama Kurobe Alpine Route
4 hours (Tateyama Station)Train

The times shown above are approximate and based on the shortest possible route.

INFORMATION FOR TRAVELERS
from Takayama City Tourism Division

The people of Takayama are proud of their city’s environment 
and unique culture, and its beauty and natural surroundings are 
maintained by the daily efforts and spirit of its residents. Please 
help us with these efforts by respecting local etiquette and 
keeping Takayama litter-free. 

[Youtube]
Welcome to Takayama

The center of Takayama includes residential areas.
Please be quiet when walking in front of houses, 
especially at night.

1.

There are few trash cans in town.
Please take your trash back to your accommodation, or in 
the case of food packaging (e.g. dumpling skewers), hand 
it back to the store where you purchased it.

3.

If you come by rental car, please avoid parking in private 
parking areas. Also, when visiting during winter, please 
be sure to use snow tires.

4.

Follow local traffic rules, such as stopping at red lights.2.

Please read the following: 

Osaka

Tokyo

TakayamaA c c e s s G u i d e

TAKAYAMA HIDA TAKAYAMAHIDA TAKAYAMA
J A P A N

Where nature and culture meet



Spring Summer Autumn Winter
Takayama is situated at high altitude, 
so cherry blossom trees are usually in 
full bloom between mid-April and ear-
ly May. The Garyu Sakura, over 1,100 
years old, is a particularly magnificent 
specimen.

Takayama is home to numerous 
crystal-clear rivers and impressive 
waterfalls. Utsue Shijuhachitaki has 
as many as thirteen cascading falls.

A complex of long-preserved shrines and 
temples can be found at the foot of the 
mountains on the eastern side of Takaya-
ma City. This area is one of the best 
places to view colorful autumn leaves 
from late October to early November.

From the Shinhotaka Ropeway Ob-
servatory, set 2,156 meters above sea 
level, you can take in the breathtaking 
snowy scenery of the Japan Alps.

Ichinomiya-cho, Takayama City
7 minutes by train from JR Takayama 
Station to Hida-Ichinomiya Station.

Kokufu-cho, Takayama City
1 hour 20 minutes by bus and on foot 
from JR Takayama Station.

Higashiyama Temple Complex
20 minutes on foot from JR Takayama 
Station.

Shinhotaka Ropeway
1 hour 40 minutes by bus from Nohi Bus 
Center (next to JR Takayama Station).
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Hida woodworkers: spirit and skill The beauty of the four seasons in Takayama

With over 90% of the wider Hida area covered with 
forest, it is no surprise that Takayama has long been 
a center of excellence in woodworking. As many as 
1,300 years ago, Hida no Takumi (Master Craftsmen 
of Hida), were instrumental in the construction of 
the old capitals of Nara and Kyoto, with some of the 
region’s taxes waived in return. 
The guiding principle of Hida wood craft is to al-
ways make the best use of wood, working with both 
immense technique and sensitivity. You can see 
the historical expression of this philosophy in the 
buildings of the old streets, and the skills have been 
passed down until today, most visible in crafts such 
as lacquerware and yew wood carving. 

Surrounded by mountains, including the 

3,000-meter-high Japan Alps, and isolated 

by heavy snowfall in winter, Takayama 

City has developed its own unique culture 

and lifestyle in all aspects, including 

architecture, crafts, food and drink, and 

community spirit. 

The Old Town district retains the 

atmosphere of the Edo period (1603-1868), 

when Takayama flourished as a castle town. 

Traditional culture passed down through the 

generations is everywhere you look: in the 

expertly-built wooden houses, in crafts such 

as wood carving, in culinary specialties such 

as pickles, and in the renowned spring and 

autumn festivals.

Combine this rich cultural heritage with 

the stunning mountains, ancient forests 

and varied wildlife of the surrounding 

countryside, and it’s easy to see why 

Takayama is one of Japan’s most popular 

travel destinations.

Where nature and culture meet 
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As well as its own charms, Takayama offers the perfect base 
to explore surrounding towns and villages, with easy access 
by public transport to several attractive places. Particular 
highlights are the UNESCO World Heritage Site of Shiraka-
wa-go, Hida-Furukawa with its quaint townscape, and the hot 
spring mecca of Gero.

 A variety of fresh food is produced in 
Takayama, including grains, fruit, vege-
tables, and of course the renowned Hida 
beef. There is something for everyone, 
from high-end restaurants to atmospheric 
izakaya and down-to-earth street stalls. As 
for drinks, the clear water and high-quality 
rice of the region form the ideal combi-
nation to produce excellent sake, which 
matches perfectly with local dishes.

There is a multitude of guided activities in Takayama and its 
surrounding area, connecting you with local nature and culture. 
Bicycle and walking tours, snowshoeing, cooking classes, and 
craft workshops with activities like making traditional dolls or 
chopsticks are just some of the immersive experiences offered.

Nearby places of interest

Takayama Festival Floats
Exhibition Hall

Takayama Jinya Morning Market Hida Folk Village
Gero hot springs

Hida-Furukawa

As you walk eastwards from Takayama Station, you will gradu-
ally come upon an area with rows of traditional old houses and 
shops. You can see the original appearance of the old castle 
town, built some 400 years ago. 
Many buildings in this district used to double as both living 
space and shops for the prosperous Takayama merchants. 
Today, you can visit some of these houses, which have been 
preserved as museums, and also explore traditional business 
establishments, including sake breweries, miso and soy sauce 
shops, and craft sellers.

Shirakawa-go (UNESCO World Heritage Site)

Takayama Festival
One of Japan’s most picturesque festivals is held twice a year, in 
April and October. Both festivals feature parades of beautifully 
decorated floats which showcase the skills of Hida craftsmen in 
woodwork and metalwork, along with solemn religious processions, 
traditional music, dance, and performance art.

Shirakawa-go contains over 100 traditional houses with iconic, steep-sided 
triangular thatched roofs. This style was adopted to counter the heavy snowfall 
of winter and also provided attic space for the local industry of silkworm 
cultivation. Many houses operate as museums, offering a taste of traditional 
life and culture in rural Japan. Shirakawa-go is a 50-minute bus ride from 
Takayama Nohi Bus Center.

* The village is home to many local 
residents so please be respectful of 
their privacy while sightseeing.

At this facility, four of the majestic 
floats from the Takayama Autumn 
Festival are on display. 20 minutes on 
foot from JR Takayama Station.

Established after Hida came under the direct 
control of the Edo Shogunate, this is the 
only surviving site in Japan of an Edo-period 
governor’s office. Highlights inside include the 
reception hall, courtroom and rice storehouse.
10 minutes on foot from JR Takayama Station.

Held every morning at two locations in 
the town, small stalls sell a variety of 
local products, including fresh fruit like 
peaches and apples, pickles, and a wide 
range of traditional folk crafts. 15 min-
utes on foot from JR Takayama Station.

An open-air museum featuring traditional 
houses from various time periods, trans-
ported here from all over the Hida region. 
Visitors can appreciate the authentic 
mountain village lifestyle of the past. 15 
minutes by bus from JR Takayama Station.

Recognized as one of the three most fa-
mous hot spring spots in Japan, Gero is the 
ideal place to refresh and heal while soak-
ing in its mineral-rich water. A 45-minute 
train ride from JR Takayama Station.

Home to a vibrant festival in April, Furukawa also offers 
traditional old houses, impressive temples, and sake 
breweries with white-walled storehouses alongside the 
picturesque Seto Canal. Outside the winter months, this 
canal is home to over 1,000 brightly colored giant carp. 
A 16-minute train ride from JR Takayama Station.

Unique culture - past and present
-Central Takayama-

Distinctive local 
cuisine

Engaging experiences

Central TakayamaUnique culture

[Web]
Shirakawa-go 
Sightseeing Guide

Old Town District
This area is full of traditional 
buildings, which retain the 
atmosphere of the Edo period, 
and home to the iconic red Na-
kabashi Bridge. 15 minutes on 
foot from JR Takayama Station.  

Takayama

Hida-
Furukawa Hida-

Kokufu

Hida-Ichinomiya

Shirakawago

Gokayama

Shin-Takaoka

Kanazawa

ToyamaFukui

Eiheiji

Okuhida Onsen-go
hot spring village
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Shinhotaka Onsen

Hirayu Folk
Museum

Shirakabadaira
station foot bath
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Ropeway

Okuhida no Yu
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Parking Lot

Okuhida
Visitor Center

Hirayu Otaki
Water Fall

Goshikigahara Forest
Visitor Center

Hirayu 
Ski Ground

Honoki Daira
Ski Ground

Hida Great
Limestone Cave

Mt. Fukuji
Trekking
Course

To Takayama
Station and
Nohi Bus Center

Honoki Daira Bus Terminal

Hirayu Onsen

158

158

To Matsumoto

Hot Spring

Foot Bath

Tourist Information

(Transfer to Norikura Skyline)

Kamikochi

Nishihotakaguchi
Station

Okuhida
Bear Park

Fukuji
Morning Market

Mukashibanashi no Sato /
Fukuji Fossil Museum

Michinoeki
(Roadside station)
Okuhida Onsengo
Kamitakara

To Toyama

Tochio Onsen

Kita Alps Ohashi Bridge
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The natural beauty of the Japan Alps never fails to impress 
with its stunning scenery, diverse flora and fauna and season-
al changes, from the lush greenery of summer to the snowy 
landscapes of winter.
One highlight is the Shinhotaka Ropeway, taking you above 2,000 
meters for a close-up view of some of Japan’s highest moun-
tains. Kamikochi, with its clear air and river, is a popular base for 
trekking into the mountains or just enjoying the scenery, while 
the Norikura Skyline allows you to take a bus or taxi up one of 
the highest roads in Japan to near the peak of Mt. Norikura.

The majestic Alps and healing hot springs

With the largest number of outdoor hot springs in Japan, Okuhida 
Onsen-go is hard to beat if you want the quintessential hot spring 
experience while enjoying the relaxing and healing properties 
of the baths. At the foot of the Japan Alps, there are five distinct 
areas: Hirayu, Fukuji, Shinhirayu, Tochio, and Shinhotaka. A wide 
range of accommodation options are available, from high-end ho-
tels to traditional ryokan and guesthouses, all situated in beauti-
ful natural surroundings.

Okuhida Onsen-go hot spring village

[Web]
Okuhida
Onsen-go

[Web]
Nohi Bus

Mt. Norikura Goshikigahara Forest Shinhotaka Ropeway Hirayu Otaki Waterfall
The Norikura Skyline road peaks at Tatamid-
aira, 2,702 meters above sea level. As well as 
mountain scenery, depending on the season (and 
luck!), you might see alpine flowers, autumn col-
ors or a rare mountain bird: the rock ptarmigan. 
The route is open from May 15 to October 31.

On the lower slopes of Mt. Norikura, a va-
riety of nature trails showcase the scen-
ery, waterfalls, and flora and fauna of this 
mystical forest. In order to preserve the 
forest environment, only guided tours are 
permitted. (Reservation is required)

Perhaps the most spectacular way to 
fully appreciate the grandeur of the 
Japan Alps. Terrific views both on the 
way up and at the top, which has a 
variety of excellent viewpoints.

One of the three most famous 
waterfalls in the Hida region, with an 
impressive 64-meter drop and a width 
of 6 meters. A 25-minute walk from 
Hirayu Bus Terminal.

Kamikochi
One of Japan’s best-known spots for picturesque mountain scenery. 
In order to maintain its pristine natural environment, private cars 
are banned, but access by bus or taxi is available from mid-April to 
mid-November. Bus passengers from Takayama must change buses 
at Hirayu Onsen Bus Terminal (HO37).

Okuhida Onsen-go hot spring village, Norikura, KamikochiNature’s best

Nishihotakaguchi 
Station Observatory
(Top of Shinhotaka Ropeway)

Enjoy a 360-degree panorama 
of the Japan Alps from an 
altitude of 2,156 meters.

Buses run regularly 
from central Takayama 
to the Okuhida area.

Bus Information

Nohi Bus Center
 (JR Takayama Station)

Hirayu Bus Terminal
Bus stop:

HO37 Hirayu Onsen

About 60 min.

-Nature’s best-




